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In 1881 a group of sturdy and often flamboyant nationa-
lists founded and contributed to the Sydney Bulletin, and
through the Bulletin expounded a nationalist doctrine which
extolled the democracy of Australia as superior to what they
liked to call the decadent aristocracy of Great Britain. In
its early years, the Bulletin leaned to republicanism because
it considered that monarchy involved "fulsome adulation,
snobbery, and lip-loyalty."20 It somewhat smugly empha-
sized that England of necessity had to take an interest in
militarism, whereas Australia had the more humane task of
reclaiming a vast continent from savagery. Up to 1900 at
least the Bulletin favoured colonial separation in order to
save the colonies from embroilment in the futile military
struggles of Europe. Such faith in the virtues of colonial
democracy was a spring-head of nationalism. It was evident
in the utterances of all the political fathers of the Common-
wealth. Sir Henry Parkes, a veteran in the struggles for both
self-government and federation, expressed in his autobiog-
raphy the sanguine view of his time in the remark that "if
there is any part of the habitable globe where men are free,
it is Australia/'
This conception of the continent as a bold and generous
centre of social progress was joined to an emphasis on its
physical uniqueness, occupied only by one people, and linked
to the destiny of that people alone. No other Australian
politician ever uttered a slogan which so strongly fired the
popular imagination as Edmund Barton, first Prime Minister
of the Commonwealth, "a continent for a nation, and a
nation for a continent." Novelists and versifiers have been
zealous in emphasizing the "wide inheritance of sun and sky,"
and the vast, sparsely populated hinterland which has re-
ceived the varied and characteristic names of the outback,
the bush, the never never land. This vast physical frontier
of grey plains and gum trees, varying little throughout the
whole large island, has subtly shaped and continues to shape
Australian national thought. It is the common inheritance
of all states, in the federation, pressing upon the fringes of
settlement and the scattered cities along the coast, and
20Henry S. Hall, Australia and England, 27.